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improbable. For, as the objects of which we need ideas are infinite in number and heterogeneity, God would have to create and store up in every rnind an entire universe of ideas; from which, in some incomprehensible way, the mind would have to select and turn out the particular ideas wanted from moment to moment. Or, if this dealing out of ideas by exigency is assigned to God, it renders Him subservient to our caprice, placing His creative power at -the disposal of human nonsense and folly. (4) The mind may be supposed, by its mere introspection, to gain all ideas of outward things in contemplating itself and its own perfection; so that it needs nothing but its own nature in order to read the world. This hypothesis, however, claims for ourselves what can be affirmed only of God. In Him indeed, i. e. in His ideas, the universe is preformed, and all that is or can be exists in thought, while yet it is not; so that He sees created objects in Himself. This is the attribute of the Infinite being. But how can a finite mind thus contain all beings within itself, and by its own reflective light read the essence and the existence of everything else1? The rejection of these four doctrines brings Malebranche to the characteristic principle of his philosophy, viz. that we see all things in God. The possibility of this is evident from two considerations; that in God there must be ideas of all things created, for else He could not have created them; and that God is in intimate omnipresence with our minds. Hence our minds are in contact with the very seat of all ideas. God is the place of all spirits ^ as space is the place of all bodies. This being so, can we doubt how the/act really stands ? God has but to leave this infinite store open to our minds, i. e. to let us have ideal capacity for it (without which what could e mindJ be ?), and the problem of our knowledge solves itself in the simplest way, without any apparatus of an infinitude of ideas separately created for each individual finite mind. Moreover, the process of thought in fixing our attention on a particular object is 1 De Inqnirenda Veritate, III. ii, 1-5.